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Press Release 
For Immediate Release  
 
6 April 2005
 
World Premier: Autogas Hybrid Electric Vehicle unveiled at the EVS 21 in Monaco

On the occasion of the 21st Worldwide Battery, Hybrid and Fuel Cell Electric Vehicle Symposium in Monaco, the French Propane and Butane Federation (CFBP) and the World LP Gas Association (WLPGA) showcased a new prototype hybrid electric passenger vehicle engineered to run on clean Liquefied Petroleum Gas (Autogas).

RM Gaz in close collaboration with the CFBP and the French Petroleum Institute (IFP) took a major step in improving the environmental performance of HEV’s with the introduction of the Toyota Prius II hybrid operating on Autogas. The revolutionary vehicle delivers the same fuel economy and dependability associated with standard electric hybrid technology – plus the added advantages of utilizing an environmentally-friendly alternative fuel.

Autogas has long delivered emissions advantages over conventional petrol and diesel fuels. The world’s most widely used alternative fuel has undergone rigorous scientific testing, with test results yielding 50% less carbon monoxide, 40% less hydrocarbons, 35% less nitrogen oxides (NOx) and 50% less ozone forming potential compared to petrol. When it comes to limiting greenhouse gases, the Toyota Prius Autogas prototype emits only 92 g/km2 of CO2 from the tailpipe, or 11.5% less than the petrol version.  

In addition to its environmental strengths, Autogas delivers a number of economic advantages to motorists.  Due to its environmentally-friendly characteristics, autogas enjoys fuel excise tax exemptions that can make the final pump price far lower than petrol in many countries.  In the hybrid format, only half volume of fuel will be needed to travel the same distance as a conventional vehicle – further leveraging the price discounts and delivering major cost savings to motorists who choose the exciting new autogas hybrid vehicle.
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